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OPA Daily Digest for 4/26/13
 
Congressional Inquiries:
 
Sen. Claire McCaskill (Mo.) – Phone inquiry – 4/23/13:  Constituent concerns about not being paid by prime contractor for performing lead cleanup work in St. Francois County. 
Due:  5/1/13.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open) 
 
Sen. Claire McCaskill (Mo.) – Letter – 4/23/13:  Constituent concerns about selling/purchasing land that is designated as part of a Superfund site in Jefferson and St. Francois
counties.  Due:  5/18/13.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open) 
 
Rep. William Lacy Clay (Mo.) – Email – 4/19/13:  Requests results and data of soil and water tests done at the Coldwater Creek site in St. Louis.  Due:  4/25/13.  Contact: 
LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open) 
 
Sen. Mike Johanns (Neb.) – Meeting inquiry – 3/26/13: Requesting follow-up on aerial surveillance letters dated May 26 and Aug 6, 2012.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199 (open)
 
State Government Inquiries:
 
None
 
 
Press Inquiries:
 
Des Moines Register – Perry Beeman – 4/24/13:  Questions regarding Jefferson County oil spill investigation.  Contact:  David Bryan, 7433 (closed)
 
Sioux City Journal – Molly Montag – 4/26/13: Questions about EPA’s role in investigating an abandoned vehicle in the Missouri River near Sloan, Iowa.  Contact: Kris Lancaster,
7557 (closed)
 
Environmental Stories:
 
Riverfront Times (St. Louis) - Bridgeton: AG Chris Koster to Take Smelly Landfill to Court, Cites "Burning Waste" Effects - 4/26/13 - As we've reported, there's a landfill in
Bridgeton that smells really, really terrible -- and while the officials responsible say they are doing everything they can to make it less stinky, Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster



is not pleased. http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2013/04/chris_koster_attorney_general_lawsuit.php
 
Wichita Eagle - Practice Earth Day principles throughout the year - 4/25/13 - It’s the ultimate celebration of Mother Earth – one day, set aside each year in honor of protecting the
lanet. http://www.kansas.com/2013/04/25/2776940/practice-earth-day-principles.html
 
Florrisant Patch - North County Cancer Cluster Dispute Heats Up at Radioactive Waste Meeting - 4/26/13 - A Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services employee
admits her department does not have the means to execute a true and effective survey to determine a NoCo cancer cluster.
http://florissant.patch.com/articles/north-county-cancer-cluster-dispute-heats-up-at-radioactive-waste-meeting 
 
Joplin Globe - Empire shareholders vote down Sierra Club resolution - 4/26/13 - A resolution championed by Sierra Club was disapproved. The resolution would have directed
Empire to provide shareholders with a report of actions the company is taking in the area of energy efficiency. http://www.joplinglobe.com/topstories/x319969306/Empire-
shareholders-vote-down-Sierra-Club-resolution
 
WOWT Ch. 6 Omaha - Council Bluffs Gets Industrial Recovery EPA Grant - 4/26/13 - The city of Council Bluffs has been awarded a $166,500 grant from the Environmental
Protection Agency to develop a plan for cleaning up a 70-acre area populated by vacated industrial business buildings falling in disrepair.
http://www.wowt.com/home/headlines/Council-Bluffs-Gets-Industrial-Recovery-EPA-Grant-204839201.html
 
The Daily Nonpareil (Council Bluffs, Iowa) - Council Bluffs receives $166,500 grant for mid-city redevelopment plans - 4/26/13 - Efforts to redevelop the area around the
Broadway Viaduct in the central part of Council Bluffs got a boost Thursday with the award of a $166,500 federal grant to create an overall plan for the project.
http://www.southwestiowanews.com/council_bluffs/news/local_news/council-bluffs-receives-grant-for-mid-city-redevelopment-plans/article_06758af9-bc36-5b70-b272-
8a590547660c.html
 
E&E Daily - Interagency cooperation key to drought response, experts tell Senate panel - 4/26/13 - A federal mandate to prioritize interagency cooperation and define
agencies' roles and responsibility is critical to helping state and local entities prepare for extreme droughts. http://www.eenews.net/EEDaily/rss/2013/04/26/15
 
ClimateWire - Neb. lawmakers vote in support of 'cyclical' climate change report - 4/26/13 - This week, Nebraska lawmakers voted 35-0 in favor of a bill supporting a report
that would project the impacts of climate change on the state's water and farms. http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/rss/2013/04/26/12
 
ClimateWire - Plentiful wind power helps lure Google and Facebook to Iowa - 4/26/13 - The rural Midwest's prospects as a hub for data centers that store gobs of electronic
data and route billions of emails got a jolt this week, as two of the world's information technology juggernauts announced they would build or expand data center operations in the
heart of what many people consider "flyover country." http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/rss/2013/04/26/3
 
Chemical & Engineering News – Texas Explosion Facts Emerge – 4/25/13 - Facts have slowly emerged over the past week about the devastating accident at West Fertilizer Co.
in West, Texas. The exact cause remained unclear, as did the role proper regulatory oversight might have played in avoiding the tragedy. http://cen.acs.org/articles/91/i17/Texas-
Explosion-Facts-Emerge.html
 
Reuters - Heavy use of herbicide Roundup linked to health dangers-U.S. study - 4/25/13 - Heavy use of the world's most popular herbicide, Roundup, could be linked to a range
of health problems and diseases, including Parkinson's, infertility and cancers, according to a new study. http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/25/roundup-health-study-
idUSL2N0DC22F20130425
 
Christian Science Monitor - Energy efficiency means lower utility bills, less mortgage risk - 4/26/13 - The risk of mortgage default is one-third lower for people with energy
efficient homes, according to a recent study. http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Energy-Voices/2013/0425/Energy-efficiency-means-lower-utility-bills-less-mortgage-risk
 
E&E Daily - Senate cloture vote on WRDA expected right after recess - 4/26/13 - The full Senate is expected to begin debate on a mammoth water infrastructure bill as soon as
members return from a weeklong recess. www.eenews.net/EEDaily/rss/2013/04/26/12



 
Washington Post - At chicken plants, chemicals blamed for health ailments are poised to proliferate - 4/26/13 - A federal investigation has raised questions about the health
risks associated with a rise in the use of toxic, bacteria-killing chemicals in poultry plants. http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/at-chicken-plants-chemicals-blamed-for-health-
ailments-are-poised-to-proliferate/2013/04/25/d2a65ec8-97b1-11e2-97cd-3d8c1afe4f0f_story.html
 
Bloomberg - Texas Town’s Blast Crater Shows Risk From Patchwork Zoning Laws - 4/25/13 - With two schools near a plant storing ammonium nitrate -- the fertilizer used in
the Oklahoma City bombing -- West, Texas, Superintendent Marty Crawford said he had always worried about an explosion like the one that happened last week.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-26/texas-town-s-blast-crater-shows-risk-from-patchwork-zoning-laws.html
 
The Guardian (U.K.) - Obama campaign launches plan to shame climate skeptics in Congress - 4/25/13 - Campaign group Organizing for Action says it is time to call out US
politicians who deny the science behind climate change. http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/apr/25/obama-for-america-shame-climate-sceptics
 
St. Joseph News Press - Declaring Missouri River a Marine Highway Carries Benefits - 4/26/13 - Declaring the Missouri River between Kansas City and Sioux City, Iowa, to be
a Marine Highway could benefit the region by promoting navigation and economic development regionally, officials say. 
http://www.newspressnow.com/news/local_news/article_de587446-47ef-5d7f-a858-c537c175acf0.html  
 
Omaha World-Herald - TransCanada says Keystone XL pipeline to be delayed - 4/26/13 - TransCanada Corp. says the long-delayed Keystone XL pipeline will be in service
months later than expected and cost more than its current $5.3 billion price tag as it continues to await U.S. government approval.
http://www.omaha.com/article/20130426/NEWS/130429728
 
Washington Post - Threat of sequester furloughs diminishing or gone for some agencies - 4/25/13 - The threat of furloughs has disappeared or diminished for several agencies
since the government-wide spending cuts kicked in last month.http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/federal-eye/wp/2013/04/25/threat-of-sequester-furloughs-diminishing-or-gone-for-
some-agencies/
 
Greenwire - Drought relief brings new woes to farmers - 4/26/13 - While spring rains have brought some drought relief to Midwestern farmers, the precipitation is turning fields to
mud. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2013/04/26/12
 
Greenwire - New federal rules do more good than harm to the economy -- OMB - 4/26/13 - The benefits outweighed costs of most of the major rules and regulations that
federal agencies issued last year, according to a report released yesterday by the White House. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2013/04/26/8
 
Greenwire - Diesel, hybrid registrations way up -- report - 4/26/13 - Registrations for clean diesel cars and sport utility vehicles nationwide increased by nearly 25 percent from
2010 through 2012, with Texas having the most diesel vehicles in 2012, according to a leading diesel fuel advocacy group. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2013/04/26/19
 
Greenwire - lants face more scrutiny after Texas blast  - 4/26/13 - After last week's explosion at a Texas fertilizer plant, similar sites are likely to face scrutiny from both local
and federal officials, experts said. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2013/04/26/23
 
Greenwire - Chemicals blamed for health problems at chicken plants set to proliferate - 4/26/13 - The death of a 37-year-old federal poultry inspector who lived near a
chicken-processing plant in upstate New York triggered a federal investigation that provoked questions about the health hazards associated with an increase in the use of toxic,
bacteria-killing chemicals in poultry plants. http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2013/04/26/24
 
BNA - Review Sought on EPA's Greenhouse Gas Rules - 4/26/13 - The U.S. Chamber of Congress, Alaska, and the American Farm Bureau Federation have petitioned the U.S.
Supreme Court to overturn a federal appeals court decision upholding the Environmental Protection Agency's authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=30641879&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w4q9u9&split=0
 
BNA - Witnesses Recommend Legislation to Align Efforts to Reduce Water Use in Energy Sector - 4/26/13 - Congress should develop legislation to coordinate federal and



state efforts to reduce water use in the energy sector as drought conditions continue to affect much of the United States. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=30641889&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w7v5v2&split=0
 
BNA - Republicans Request Delay in Vote On McCarthy Nomination to Lead EPA - 4/26/13 - Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) and other Republican members of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee on April 25 asked Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), the committee chairwoman, to delay a confirmation vote on the nomination of Gina
McCarthy to be Environmental Protection Agency administrator. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=30641883&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w4r7m6&split=0
 
BNA - Environmental Groups Demand Results Of OSM Study on Coal Slurry Safety - 4/26/13 - Environmental groups call on OSM to release the results of a study begun more
than two years ago on coal sludge that is impounded in dams. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=30641896&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w7x7f1&split=0
 
BNA - Regional EPA Priorities Include Obtaining Water Quality Monitoring Data on Pesticides - 4/26/13 - Pesticide officials at Environmental Protection Agency regional
offices will focus on working with state and tribal partners to obtain more thorough water quality monitoring data for pesticides. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=30641882&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w4r0b5&split=0
 
BNA - House Democrats Petition GAO to Probe Gaps in Oversight of Fertilizer Facilities - 4/26/13 - House Democrats ask the Government Accountability Office to investigate
gaps in the regulation of facilities that handle ammonia-based fertilizer. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=30641891&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w7w0b1&split=0
 
BNA - EPA Sends Notice to White House With New Data on Coal Ash From Power Plants - 4/26/13 - The Environmental Protection Agency sent a notice April 23 to the White
House Office of Management of Budget for regulatory review with “recent, precise, and comprehensive” information relevant to the agency's coal ash rulemaking.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=30641868&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w4g8y2&split=0
 
BNA - Bills Expected on Codifying EPA Policy, Updating Agency Affordability Guidance - 4/26/13 - Democrats in the Senate and the House are planning to introduce bills that
would require EPA to allow municipalities to use an integrated and flexible approach for managing stormwater and wastewater overflows and would provide grants for green
infrastructure and other “innovative solutions” to curb stormwater runoff. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=30641888&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0d7w7u9e8&split=0
 
Inside EPA - Refiners Say EPA Unlikely To Use Air Law Power To Solve RFS 'Blend Wall' - 4/26/13 - Senior EPA and White House officials are meeting with refiners over the
sector's concerns about a "blend wall" crisis making the agency's renewable fuel standard (RFS) impossible for refiners to meet. http://insideepa.com/201304262432356/EPA-Daily-
News/Daily-News/refiners-say-epa-unlikely-to-use-air-law-power-to-solve-rfs-blend-wall/menu-id-95.html
 
Inside EPA - Boxer Draws Rare Criticism From Environmentalists Over NEPA Reforms - 4/26/13 - Senate environment committee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-CA), one of
the environmental community's staunchest allies on Capitol Hill, is facing rare criticism from activists over her support for reforms to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
http://insideepa.com/201304262432357/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/boxer-draws-rare-criticism-from-environmentalists-over-nepa-reforms/menu-id-95.html
 
Inside EPA - EPA Seeks Updates To States' Nonpoint Programs - 4/26/13 - EPA, in newly finalized guidelines for awarding Clean Water Act (CWA) grant funds to address
nonpoint source (NPS) pollution, is calling for half of states to begin earmarking funds to address watershed impairments by September. 
http://insideepa.com/201304262432358/EPA-Blog/The-Inside-Story/epa-seeks-updates-to-states-nonpoint-programs/menu-id-97.html
 
Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5
 



EPA Regional Administrator Karl Brooks to Speak at Clean Air Health Fair on Saturday, April 27, in St. Louis, Mo. – 4/26/13 – Contact: Chris Whitley, 7394
 
EPA Issues Final Decision on Iowa’s 2012 List of Impaired Waters – 4/26/13 – Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
EPA to Recognize St. Louis Cardinals for Reducing Food Waste at Busch Stadium on Monday, April 29 – 4/26/13 – Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets
 
Example:  Time-Critical Removal Action, Chemco Industries, Inc., Superfund Site, Topeka, Kansas - 2/8/08 - Contact: Belinda Young, 7463
 
Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:
* New additions noted with an asterisk
 
4/29/13 – Earth Day Event with St. Louis Cardinals, St. Louis, Mo.  Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
4/30/13 – Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association, Kansas City, Mo.  Contact:  Dave Cozad, 7587
 
5/9/13 - Four State Environmental Education Association Meeting, Regional Office.  Contact:  Denise Morrison, 7402
 
5/15/13 – Brownfields 2013 Sustainable Communities Conference, Atlanta, Georgia.
 
5/15/13 - Federal Executive Board Monthly Meeting, Regional Office.  Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
5/28-29/13 – Four-State Directors Meeting, Kansas City, Kan. Contact:  Dick Sumpter, 7661
 
DRA:
 
5/9/13 - Four State Environmental Education Association Meeting, Regional Office.  Contact:  Denise Morrison, 7402
 
5/15/13 - Federal Executive Board Monthly Meeting, Regional Office.  Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
5/28-29/13 - Four State Directors Meeting, Kansas City, Kan. Contact:  Dick Sumpter, 7661
 
SA:
 
5/15/13 - Federal Executive Board Monthly Meeting, Regional Office.  Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
5/28-29/13 - Four State Directors Meeting, Kansas City, Kan. Contact:  Dick Sumpter, 7661
 
RA/Immediate Office
 
None
 



Other Events
 
AWMD
 
5/2/2013- Participating in the Fort Leavenworth Earth Day Awareness Event, Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. Contact: Gina Grier, 7078.
 
5/8/2013 - Participating in the Commercial Building Expo, Overland Park, Kan.  Contact: Greg Bernstein, 7688.
 
5/15/2013 – Attending a meeting with the Muscatine Air Quality Stakeholders, Muscatine, Iowa. Contact Amy Algoe-Eakin, 7942.
 
5/21/2013- Attending  a meeting with Argentine and Turners Leaders about the School Flag program and Railroad Diesel, Argentine, Kan. Contact: Amy Algoe-Eakin, 7942.
 
CNSL
 
None
 
ECO/EJ
 
None
 
ENSV
 
None
 
PLMG
 
4/29-5/3/13 – Site visit and community meetings for St. Louis Abandoned Gas Station revitalization project, St. Louis, Mo.  Contact David Doyle, 7667

4/30-5/1 – Abandoned gas station revitalization project site visit, St. Louis, Mo.  Contact: David Doyle, 7667.

RA/OPA
 
None
 
SUPR
 
4/30/13 – Outreach event for Science Professionals Club, St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Lenexa, Kan., contact: Mary Peterson, 7882.
 
 
WWPD
 
4/29-30/13 – Iowa State Revolving Fund financial review, Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact:  Nancy Healy, 7713
 
4/29-5/3/13 – Nebraska Tribes Drinking Water Systems site visits, Sioux City, Iowa and Niobrara, Neb.  Contact: Kimberly Willis, 7069



 
4/30/13 - Nutrient Reduction Workgroup Meeting, Jefferson City, Mo.  Contact: Bob Angelo, 7060
 
5/6-7/13 – City of Atchison Water Use and Land Quality Building Block Workshop, Atchison, Kan.  Contact: Whitney Rawls,   7678
 
 


